Easter Newsletter 2022
Dear Parents,
As we come to the end of the 2nd full school term, I have reflected on what has been our
first ever full uninterrupted school year at South Lee ETNS. On reflection, the first thing I
am grateful for is the sound of learning coming from the classrooms and the sound of the
children playing at yard time. This has thankfully replaced the sound of the Zoom log in
that we have had at this time over the last 2 years and it is wonderful to see happy
children thriving face to face!!I have also reflected on the challenging circumstances yet
again this term. Children have been sick or isolating, parents have been sick and isolating
and staff have been sick and isolating!! However, what has impressed me most, is our
school communities commitment to our children’ education and welfare throughout. Our
whole school community has demonstrated such organisational resilience and teamwork
for which we can be proud. That should give us all great confidence that, by working
together, we can overcome any challenge. Again I would like to thank our amazing staff.
We have been under much pressure at many times over the last term with absences.
During tough times, it is easy for one to feel sorry for yourself! However our staff
continued to provide amazing and creative learning experiences and approached every
day with such positivity and enthusiasm. I would also like to thank our parents. One of
the most important parts of my day is meeting you all every morning. Thank you for
being so positive and kind. You have been an amazing support to us as a staff! Since
many restrictions have been lifted in the last month, we look forward to welcoming
parents to more school activities in the last term! Finally, I wish all of our families a
happy Easter break. The last term is always a great term and we look forward to seeing
you all after Easter!
Have a great break,
Dave
Staff Update
A big congratulations to Evelyn, our SNA, on the birth of her beautiful baby Ned as well as
Múinteoir Ciara on the birth of her baby boy, Luca. Our cleaner, Hazel, also welcomed twin
grandsons, Charlie and Joey to the world. We thank our three Spanish students, Paula, Elna
and Maria for their help, in all our classrooms, over the last few months and wish them well
in their studies.

Community Garden Project

As a school community we are delighted to be part of the Togher Community Garden
project. Every Friday the children don their wellie boots and head to the Clashduv Park
to help out with the community garden project. The children have planted bulbs, secured
saplings, prepared raised beds and helped spread manure, all of which are part of
helping to create this brand new garden for the community to share. The children have
received such an insight into the workings of a garden and we are so thrilled to be part
of such a wonderful community based initiative. We are very grafeful to Jesse, Otto’s
Mom, who coordinates the project for us.

Tracey’s Class News
Tracey’s class have had a
busy few months in
school and have great
routines and procedures
in place for learning.
They really enjoy Maths
learning and have done
lots of work on
measurement including
weight and length. In
January they learnt all
about houses and homes
and made some
spectacular Chinese
dragons to celebrate the
new year. Everyday they
take part in Aistear with
the Senior Infants with
the chance to explore
many different themes.
They celebrated Pancake
Tuesday with a big
pancake feast. Since
March they have learnt
all about Spring, flowers
and new life and have
completed some beautiful
spring flowers.

Outdoor Learning News
Our boys and girls and boys have been busy
all term learning about the dolphin, the
woodlouse, the cheetah, the crow and a
variety of other amazing creatures. We look
forward to learning about more animals in
the final term. As part of the Cork Life Long
Learning festival we also created a video
based on our outdoor learning programme. It
was important for us to capture and share
this unique and integral part of our school to
those in our community. The video is
available on our social media networks for
you to view.

Junior Infants News
What a busy term the Junior Infants have had! They already know most of their sounds,
they can read independently and they have even got the hang of writing sentences. Aistear
continues to be the focus of their learning. In January they learnt all about the doctor’s
office and managed to treat the entire class of all injuries and illnesses. In February they
set up our very own Italian restaurant in the classroom and the children thoroughly
enjoyed playing the roles of customers, waiters and chefs. They wrote menus, constructed
utensils and even tried fruit printing in art. Through story they learnt about food all
around the world. With the coming of Spring in March they learnt all about new growth
and life and set up a garden centre in the classroom and have really expanded their
horticultural knowledge and skills. They explored mini-beasts and animal life-cycles,
designed and constructed gardens and even grew their own bean sprouts in the classroom

World Book Day
We celebrated World Book Day on the 3rd of March. The children thoroughly enjoyed the
opportunity to dress up like their favourite book character for the day. The children were inspired
to read and gained such insight into their chosen characters. We even held our very own costume
show in the playground for the whole school. From Harry Potter to Alice in Wonderland we had
them all and their was no end to the imaginative costumes designed by the children and their
parents. We thank all of you for your effort with this.

Chinese New Year Celebrations
As part of our Learn Together Curriculum we learnt about the Chinese New Year and decided to organise
a whole school parade to mark the festival. Every class created their own Chinese dragon floats.
Múniteoir Labhaoise, ensured the entire school was suitably decorated with paper lanterns and oriental
decorations. The children performed the Chinese Dragon song and played instruments in our parade.
Senior Infants made a batch of egg fried rice for everybody to sample. What a special and memorable
day and the children even got their very own customary red envelopes and fortune cookies.

Senior Infants Class News
It sure has been a busy second term in Senior Infants with teachers Brian and Labhaoise. In
January they explored the theme of homes and houses. An estate agents was set up for
Aistear and the children learned about animal homes in Geography and science. In February
it was all about sports. A sports shop was set up in the classroom where the children bought
and sold all different types of equipment. They played with a skate board park in the small
world and designed their very own obstacle courses for P.E. They also learned about famous
Olympians in Geography. The children really enjoyed celebrating the various festivals and
celebrations. St. Brigid’s Day was marked with cross making, pancakes for pancake Tuesday
and love bugs for Valentines Day. They delved deep into the theme of the Chinese New Year,
enjoying some sensory play with Chinese noodles. Currently they are studying the Jewish
festival of Passover and how to make Motzo bread. They are becoming skilled writers taking
advantage of any opportunity to link their writing to their learning themes.

ECO Arts Project
We are very excited about our new eco art
project that we are participating in as part
of the community garden project. So far
the children have
experimented with dyeing using natural
dyes made from turmeric and onion peels
to create some wonderful pieces. We are
grateful to Orla and Jess for their time and
talents with this project.

First Class News
First class certainly have had a busy second term. In January they learnt all about New
Zealand a country close to múinteoir Olivia’s heart, completing a whole class project.
They even learnt and preformed the Haca for P.E. In February they explored the theme of
the Winter Olympics and completed a sSTEM challenge to create a skier using tinfoil and
lollipop sticks. There is a great emphasis on friendship in the class, where they organised
a focus Friendship Week which they extended to the whole school community. These
budding young artists expanded their skill set by focusing on clay as a medium and
created some beautiful Mother’s Day bowls. The children continue to build their literacy
skills during daily stations. In maths the topic of length was a real hit amongst the
children whereby they completed a ‘World’s Longest Fact Challenge’, researching facts
from the longest cat and the tallest man to the longest nose hair. EWHHH!

Life Long Learning Festival

Our school took part in the Togher /
Ballyphehane Learning Neighbourhood
exhibition held in St. Finbarr’s GAA club. This
was a lovely opportunity to showcase some of
the wonderful work we carry out in the school
to the wider community, as well as for the
children to find out about some of the local
sports clubs and amenities available in their
communality. As part of the exhibition the
first class pupils preformed a wonderful
drama on stage based on an outdoor learning
lesson. We are proud of our performers.

Seachtain na Gaeilge

This year for Seachtain na Gaeilge
we put in a huge effort to recognise
and celebrate the brilliance of Irish
as we hope to encourage the
children’s love and appreciation of
the language. As well as making an
extra big effort to speak Irish as
much as possible throughout the
day we organised several different
special events. Every class in the
school took part in a sean nos story
telling session with Caitríona,
Seán’s Mom. We are very grateful
to her for her time and talents. A
big céilí was held in the school
yard and the children were very
proud showcasing their Irish
dancing steps. A real highlight
from the week was the Irish show
which took place in C.S.N. college
on a real stage. The children did an
amazing job of delivering their
lines, reciting poetry and signing
songs as Gaeilge. To top off the
week the children were treated to a
bowl of hearty Irish stew,
handmade by Múinteoir Labhaoise.
Hats off to all the staff and
students who made the week such
a great success.
Green Schools
The Green School Committee
continue their efforts in making
our school a greener place to be.
They carried out a litter hot spot
survey recently and are planning
a whole school spring clean after
the break.

You can now follow us on Twtter @SouthLeeETNS and
Facebook for more regular updates on events and
projects.

